
 
 

Ardross Primary School P&C Association 

Meeting Minutes 

General Meeting held on Monday 21st October at 7.15pm in the Staff Room 

1. Welcome 
In attendance: Charlotte Oliver, Alice Brennan, Paul Teoh, Rachel Crawshaw, Anna 
Belton, Kim Khoo, Sue Mikkelsen, Minnie Pongjapoa, Kelly Siebel, Justine Penno and 
Cindy Webster 
 
Apologies: Sarah Brown, Zoe Atkinson, Amanda Kayser and Alex Smith 
 

2. Confirmation of minutes of previous meeting 
Resolution: That the minutes of the meeting of Ardross Primary School P&C 
Association held on Monday 9th September at 7.15pm be taken as read and 
confirmed as a true and accurate record. Carried – Kelly Siebel, Seconded – Anna 
Belton 
 

3. Correspondance 
3.1 In: (1) WACSSO newsletters, (2) ANZ bank statements, (3) email from Sue 

Mikkelsen to Charlotte Oliver inviting her to attend the Kindy Info Evening, (4) 
letter from Sue Mikkelsen formally inviting Charlotte Oliver to attend the 
Presentation Evening to give a speech and hand out citizenship awards 

3.2 Out: Nil 
 

4. Treasurer’s September Report (motion that it be adopted) 
4.1 The treasurer’s report for September 2019 was presented at the general meeting 
4.2 Funds are continuing to look healthy. September showed a closing balance of 

$45,748.01. All bills are paid and the last bill from Perm-a-pleat showed us in 
credit to the value of $80 

4.3 With the upcoming fundraising income from Lapathon, we continue to make 
some headway with financial gain and can really start thinking more about 
projects to assign funds to 
 

5. Fincancial Approvals  
5.1 Year 6 Graduation Activities 

Rebekah Hannaford apologised for not being able to attend the P&C meeting. 
Charlotte and Rebekah looked at costings for the Yr 6 Dinner Dance and the Year 
Book. With the evening now booked for Tompkins on Swan, it is acknowledged 



 
 

that less money will be needed to jazz up the space very as it is already very 
pleasant. As a result, Rebekah has been able to pare back the spending.  $720 
has been put aside for the Year Book (approved earlier in the year). Reflecting 
upon last year’s gift of pens for each of the student, Charlotte and Rebekah felt 
that maybe this had actually been too expensive a gift and that it wasn’t 
necessary. Rebekah Hannaford requests $275 to put aside for the purchase of 
balloons and this request for approval was voted for unanimously. However, 
discussions were had about potentially adopting a more sustainable form of 
decoration for next year  

5.2 2020 School Funding Requests 
Sue Mikkelsen presented her proposal for three main areas of preferred fund 
allocation 
5.2.1 Mathletics and Reading Eggs – these programs have been used within the 

school for a number of years. Whilst acknowledged by the teachers as a 
valuable learning tool, they are surprisingly expensive. Sue proposes that 
the cost of these program subscriptions be added to the Book List with 
Reading Eggs potentially becoming a voluntary option. Sue recognises the 
importance of re-evaluating the use and value for money of such 
additional programs 

5.2.2 Securing our chaplain for an extra day per week – Nathan Hoyle is an 
extremely important and valued member of the staff body. Sue Mikkelsen 
reiterated how highly she regards the work he does within the school 
community with resiliency and empathy being at the very heart of his 
teaching. Funding his invaluable work within the school for an extra day 
per week equates to $16K, a very worthwhile use of funds. Request for 
approval voted for unanimously 

5.2.3 Contributions to classrooms – $3K is already set aside which equates to 
$300 for each of the 10 classrooms. Sue Mikkelsen sincerely thanked the 
P&C for their assistance with this funding and whilst it is very useful and 
much appreciated, if it was a lesser amount it would still be workable 

5.3 Planned provisions for approval  
5.3.1 Paul Teoh explained that with the available funds currently standing at 

$40,543.16, we have around $10K assigned for provisions to cover the 
expenses for the remainder of the school year 

5.3.2 The major fundraising goals remain the weather-proofing of the 
undercover area, provision of new iPads and purchase of library furniture.  
Our librarian, Natalie Jones is very keen that the first installation of 
ottoman seating can be realised by the end of Term 4 or at least before 
the start of 2020 Term 1. This marks Phase 1 of the project and it would 



 
 

be really exciting for the school community to see how the combined 
effort of so much fundraising has great results for everyone to enjoy. 
Request for approval of Phase 1 was voted for unanimously 

 
 
 

6. Other reports 
6.1 President 

6.1.1 The feedback received regarding Froth Coffee Van (present during the 
sports carnival) was excellent. Charlotte will plan to secure the same 
company for the ECE Sports Day on Friday 1st November 

6.1.2 Entertainment Books sales continue to offer a nice steady addition to our 
fundraising with profits now totalling $1130. Incidentally next year, the 
book will be discontinued resulting in solely online versions. Customers 
who have purchased books this year will be offered a free online version 
so they can become familiar with the different method of use 

6.2 Prinicpal 
6.2.1 Sue Mikkelsen thanked the leadership team for their excellent running of        

the school during her recent absence. In particular she thanked Robert 
Marshall for taking the helm so confidently and effectively 

6.2.2 Current enrolments stand at 402 which Sue views as an optimal number. 
The school’s catchment area is actually relatively small in comparison 
with like schools nearby.  Being a mid-sized school, this number enables 
greater flexibility within teaching and allows specialist classrooms (art, 
music etc) to remain as such without the need for teachers to relocate 
during the day. Planning for 2020 has begun and we have currently have a 
projected student enrolment of 394 

6.2.3 Over the last few years, the school has experienced a decline in Writing 
scores in NAPLAN. Sue has ensured that a lot of money has been assigned 
to having our staff attend professional learning courses  in an effort to 
really boost our writing results – and it is great that this has already really 
started to take hold. There is clearly a greater level of enthusiasm and 
excitement  within those teaching English and this has been reflected in a 
lift in the NAPLAN writing scores this year 

6.2.4 Auriol Heary, Blythe Maley and Tony Mirabella have all recently 
presented at a Higher Order Thinking conference in Scarborough, 
showcasing what is it we are doing at Ardross PS to extend the more 
academically able students 



 
 

6.2.5 The upcoming Art Blast and Open Evening (Tues 12th November) should 
prove a really enjoyable few hours for the children and parents alike. It is 
designed to be a highly engaging occasion which can really incentivise 
parents to get involved in their children’s learning.  

6.2.6 Sue is excited about the upcoming Class Reps Meeting (Tues 22nd 
October) and Outdoor Classroom Day  (Thursday 7th November)   

6.2.7 Great news, $52K has been allocated to Ardross PS! Sue intends to assign 
most of it to upgrading the 4 large children’s toilet blocks. The plan would 
be to install troughs with soap dispensers as well as replace the doors in 
the girls’ block. Sue is also keen to facilitate the purchase and installation 
of a second flagpole bearing the indigenous flag 

6.3 Uniform Shop 
6.3.1 Kim Khoo confirmed that the P&C will donate library bags to the new 

Kindy children. Uniform order forms will be placed inside to encourage 
early ordering 

6.3.2 Kim suggested we consider the idea of having a printed logo on the 
Leavers shirts, rather than an embroidered one in a bid to reduce costs. 
She will investigate this further and a decision can be reached by the P&C 

 
7. P&C Sundowner & Environmental Showcase 

7.1 The main feature of the showcase will be a secondhand boutique run by Kim 
MacIsaac, stocking mens, womens and childrens (formal) wear. Alice Brennan is 
keen to drum up lots of support to make this a great fundraising event as well as 
increasing awareness of the importance of sustainable living. Decisions need to 
be made regarding the collection and storage of donated goods and Sue 
Mikkelsen will advise on best space to use for this in due course 

7.2 Alice will set up a ‘Kiddy Corner’ with nature-based play (seed bombs, whittling, 
Japanese art using calico and leaves, mandala craft) as a key ingredient. She will 
require volunteers to assist with the children 

7.3 Alice has suggested donations of cheese, crackers, chutneys etc from the parents 
and then cheese platters can be available for pre-order for $15 (tbc). A sausage 
sizzle will be available for a gold coin donation and there will be a salad bar too. 
The Two Tones band has been booked for 3 x 45 sets commencing at 4pm  
 

8. AOB 
8.1 International Teachers Day happened on 5th October but as that falls within 

school holidays, Australia is acknowledging it on Friday 25th October. Donations 
of morning tea are requested as a way of thanking our fantastic teaching and 
staff body in general for the amazing job they do all year long 



 
 

8.2 Charlotte Oliver raised the subject of a parents and teachers night out towards 
the end of Term 4. The current thinking is to hold a casual evening down in a 
designated area at Bad Apples Bar that won’t be ticketed and encourage people 
to come along. Charlotte will confirm details and then start marketing the 
evening with assistance from the class reps 

8.3 With the ECE Sports Day just around the corner, Charlotte is going to confirm the 
provision of generous fruit donations from Woolworths at Garden City 

8.4 Minnie Pongjapoa suggested the weekly sale of ice creams and juice slushies 
during the summer terms (which she could facilitate) but this doesn’t fit with the 
school’s sustainability policy, Sue Mikkelsen will work with the P&C to consider 
potential alternatives that can take place. 
 

9. Next meeting: Monday 18th November at 7.15pm 
 
10. Close: 8.50pm 


