
 
 

Ardross Primary School P&C Association 

Meeting Minutes 

General Meeting held on Monday 18th November at 7.15pm in the Staff Room 

 

1. Welcome 
In attendance: Charlotte Oliver, Alice Brennan, Paul Teoh, Rachel Crawshaw, Anna Belton, 
Sue Mikkelsen, Alex Smith, Marnie Langford 
 
Apologies: Amanda Kayser, Kim Khoo, Justine Penno, Minnie Pongjapoa, Kelly Siebel, Cindy 
Webster and Zoe Atkinson 
 

2. Confirmation of minutes of previous meeting 
 
Resolution: That the minutes of the meeting of Ardross Primary School  P&C Association 
held on Monday 21st October be taken as read and confirmed as a confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. Carried – Anna Belton, Seconded – Sue Mikkelsen 
 

3. Correspondence 
3.1 In: (1) WACSSO newsletters, (2) ANZ bank statements 
3.2 Out: Nil 

 
4. Treasurer’s October Report (motion that it be adopted) 

4.1 The treasurer’s report for October 2019 was presented at the general meeting 
4.2 Funds are continuing to look very healthy. October showed a closing balance of 

$55,922.21. There are a few small pending expenses involving the upcoming 
Presentation Evening but these amount to less than $1000 

4.3 We are now 2 years into the 4 year plan for weather-proofing of the undercover area 
and we have reached $36,500.00 

4.4 This year we have had $65,000 in outgoings but still have $47,000 available – an amazing 
achievement that we can all be very proud of! 

4.5 As we didn’t have sufficient numbers present to reach quorum at the general meeting, 
we will need to call an Executive meeting in order to approve finance of $10,000 for 
iPads (as part of the ICT Infrastructure Proposal – Phase 3).  
 

5. Other reports 
5.1 President 

5.1.1 This years’ Lapathon was a huge success and raised in excess of $16,000. 



 
 

5.1.2 Froth Coffee Van attended the Early Childhood Sports Day event, however it didn’t 
prove a profitable morning for selling, mainly down to the extreme heat. We look 
forward to Emma returning in the future 
5.1.3 Woolworths have been very kindly donating fruit to the school for the recent 
interschool and early childhood sports days. Sue Mikkelsen will write and thank them for 
their ongoing generosity 
5.1.4 Art Blast was a huge success and it was particularly lovely to see lots of Kindy 
parents in attendance. Charlotte Oliver extended her sincere thanks to all those parents 
who helped set up the event 
5.1.5 Facebook continues to prove an excellent communication tool but it would be 
great to really increase the number of followers upwards of 136. Alex Smith reported 
that the School Board have been impressed with how informative and eye-catching the 
posts are and would like to move towards potentially mirroring a school FB page with 
the current P&C one 
5.1.6 The End of Year Christmas Drinks at Bad Apples went off very successfully and the 
casual nature of the event really seemed to appeal too many. Rachel Crawshaw will 
write and thank the team at Bad Apples 
 
5.2 Principal 
5.2.1 We now have 406 students at the school. Enrolments for 2020 currently stand at 
393/394, although we would ideally have 400. Numbers are down slightly in Yr4/Yr5 and 
there are two main contributing factors at play – the departure of some students to 
private schools and the fact that some parents were upset that their children may have 
been losing out down to having a ‘teaching deputy’ as their class teacher. Whilst hugely 
complimentary of their teaching abilities and passion to teach, Sue Mikkelsen accepts 
that the role of the deputy will naturally be required for additional non-teaching tasks 
that then take them away from conducting classes.  
5.2.2 Health and Wellbeing remains a department priority for staff and students – it is 
acknowledged to be a huge concern in society and the school is committed to spending 
significant time and resources in ensuring we are offering the best possible support. 
Kellie Foote is spending one day per week working on the Health and Wellbeing 
framework and heading up the team. 
5.2.3 The teaching staff are delighted with the installation of the Smart TVs. As a 
relatively cheap addition, their impact has been huge. Ideally the school would love to 
have two more installed. Connectivity, however, remains an issue. Staff continue to 
experience many technical issues/computer glitches in the classrooms. 4Logic are 
looking into it, but quite how large the issue is, has yet to be determined. Sue Mikkelsen 
discussed the idea of having a technician who can oversee this on a fortnightly basis, 
instead of it all falling to Tony Mirabella and Glenn Hill. 
5.2.4 Outdoor Classroom Day was held earlier this month and the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. Sue Mikkelsen commented on all the smiling faces and pure 



 
 

joy she saw around the school. It is a new concept and naturally some teachers grabbed 
it more than others but she very much hopes to see it continue on an annual basis 
5.2.5 Sue was delighted with the Art Blast and Open Evening and suggested that next 
year, maybe we have a choir singing and a sausage sizzle to add a bit more of a feature 
to the latter part of the event 
5.2.6 The Kindy Welcome Sessions have run beautifully and it has been such a pleasure 
to welcome a new group into the school community, especially as a teacher who has 
specialised in ECE. To see firsthand, the joy on the children’s and parents’ faces was 
amazing 
5.2.7 With the catchment area for Ardross PS being so small, Sue Mikkelsen is keen to 
increase marketing for the school, in order to increase intake numbers. Our school is a 
great school and the things we have achieved here are really amazing – we need to 
showcase this within the local area. The school website needs to be refined and 
upgraded so Natalie Jones is going to take on this task. Sue has also wondered about 
writing a blog in addition to the current newsletter so that she can communicate in a 
more informal manner 
5.2.8 Update on the $52,000 funding: (1) Regarding the upgrade to the toilet blocks, 1 
hand drier will be installed in each of the 2 blocks. Troughs will replace the ceramic 
basins. Both areas will be repainted and the doors will be replaced in the girls loos. (2) A 
new flagpole will be erected and will carry the indigenous flag. The old flagpole will be 
painted. (3) The money has to be spent by Feb 2020 
5.2.9 Sue Mikkelsen is keen for Tony Mirabella to present a budget request at our next 
P&C Meeting in early 2020 but she outlined the basics surrounding the upcoming 
request for $12,000 to assist with ICT upgrades, consultant assistance and ongoing 
maintenance of the system. We have some wonderful technology now but maintaining 
it and providing training to teaching staff is costly and time-consuming. The school will 
contribute $6000 but an additional $12000 is needed 
5.2.10 A big thank you to the P&C for all of our recent efforts and achievements. 
Charlotte was commended on her highly constructive, well-timed meetings. Alex Smith’s 
attendance of both School Board and P&C Meetings is so valued and much appreciated 
 
5.3 Uniform Shop 
5.3.1 Nothing to report 
 
5.4 Any other Sub-Committees 
5.4.1 Alice Brennan requested approval for $150 to be spent on clay, seeds etc for the 
nature activities she has planned at the Sustainability Showcase. Request was granted 
unanimously 
5.4.2 The sausage sizzle at the upcoming Sundowner will be a gold coin donation. Anna 
Belton will enlist the help of the Cake Baking Volunteers to donate salads to the event 
(no nuts please!) and Alice will source wok boxes and bamboo spoons or similar. Along 
with the sustainability theme, there will be kangaroo sausages available and edible bugs! 



 
 

5.4.3 There have been some generous donations for the Pop-Up Boutique but we still 
need more clothes, especially men’s and children’s garments – we need to plug this 
more through the communication channels. Kim MacIsaac will plan to conduct a silent 
auction for a couple of the most desirable products 
5.4.4 Anna Belton is doing well collecting Yr5 contributions and currently has $400+ in 
the kitty assigned to catering from Sensations and general food supplies 
5.4.5 Alex Smith commented on how very appreciative Geoff Cooper and the School 
Board are of the P&C achievements. The two-pronged approach incorporating 
fundraising for short and long term goals has received great feedback. However, it could 
well be beneficial to have some more shorter term goals so that parents can see results 
and know that their children are gaining from them during their time at the school. All in 
all, a very productive year with all goals achieved!  
 

6. Financial Approval of ICT Infrastructure – Phase 3 (iPads) 
Charlotte Oliver will shortly arrange an Executive Committee Meeting to discuss this further 
as we didn’t reach quorum at this general meeting 
 

7. AOB 
7.1 Rachel Crawshaw raised a couple of points on behalf of Justine Penno as she was unable 

to attend the meeting. Justine asked to express how delighted the Kindy A parents are to 
hear that the school has received a grant and the majority will be spent on upgrading 
the toilet blocks 

7.2 Secondly, upon discussion with Charlotte Oliver, it is confirmed that we will be holding a 
special meeting to pass the legislative P&C constitution requirements. Thank you, 
Justine for your input 
 

8. Next Meeting : TBA 
 

9. Close: 8.40pm 


