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At Ardross Primary School we strive to support and develop    
enthusiastic students and instil in them a love of learning to help 
them reach their potential, both socially and academically, and 
embrace and adapt to a changing world. 

 

We aim to accomplish this through:- 

 supporting a dedicated and capable staff; 

 maintaining a welcoming and supportive school community; 

 developing a collaborative environment for all; 

 providing a diverse, inclusive and innovative curriculum; and  

 developing and maintaining contemporary resources and   
facilities. 
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Our school will develop in each child the essential 

knowledge, skills and values that will enable them 

to attain the outcomes required to become life-

long learners, achieve their potential and play an 

active part in civic and economic life. 



Ardross Primary School continued to shine in the educational arena in 2014. After three years as an       

Independent Public School, the school underwent its first review cycle. The independent review           

conducted by the Department of Education Services (DES) wrote the following Conclusion about the 

school: 

The reviewers acknowledge the commitment and effectiveness of the school’s self-assessment and recog-

nize school staff have developed a positive approach to school accountability and self-improvement. The 

school staff have clearly demonstrated efforts to meet the commitments of the DPA (Delivery Perfor-

mance      Agreement) and Business Plan. They are making excellent progress towards meeting targets as 

required. The staff have developed appropriate programs, resources and teaching strategies to support 

the vision and     expectations for student learning, while taking into account those factors which impact 

on achievement, participation and engagement. 

Observations, documentation and discussion provided the verification that the school has a caring and    

supportive environment enhanced by positive partnerships with the community. A safe learning and 

working environment was evident to the reviewers and confirmed by staff, students, parents and board 

members. 

The school has established strong, sustainable governance processes, plans, policies and a deep sense of   

collaboration and high expectations. 

They commended the following: 

 The significant strength in key curriculum areas (English, Mathematics, and Science) producing 

above-average results in comparison to State, Australian and like schools. 

 The development of a school culture and vision that clearly promotes student learning 

 The provision of a positive and supportive learning environment 

 The strong school leadership team that actively oversees the performance of all facets of the school 

and is a significant factor in ensuring school improvement by fostering continuous improvement 

through  collaboration and distributed leadership 

 The staff’s efforts to improve and maintain learning for all by 

the provision of a multitude of curriculum offerings, particularly 

the sustainability and River rangers programs, which allow stu-

dents to achieve to their potential through exceptional levels of 

engagement 

 The inclusive, student needs-centred culture which character-

izes the school’s ethos and manifests itself in pastoral care strate-

gies that create a positive socio-emotional environment conducive 

to learning and supportive of students at educational risk 

 PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS 
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 PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS 

 Well established and comprehensive processes and strategies 

for effective communication with parents 

 The development of successful change management processes 

 The development of, and participation in, numerous              

partnerships that have established a strong collegial culture 

and engaged all staff in the pursuit of excellence in teaching and learning. 

There was only one improvement recommendation made by the reviewers: 

 The school leadership team and Board reviews ways of measuring their non-academic and aspirational 

targets. 

By any standards, this is a wonderful review report and one that the Ardross Primary School communi-

ty can be proud of.  

Ardross continues to be a school of choice in the Western Australian schooling system. Applications for 

enrolments are received from overseas and from outside the school’s intake area, confirming it’s          

popularity, positive image and excellent reputation. 

The School P& C Association is to be commended for their generous donations and the provision of 

great services to the school including; the school uniform shop, the canteen, the class/parent liaison 

contacts, social events and much more. Their efforts, their time, commitment and dedication have 

been amazing and we thank them all sincerely. 

So too, we thank our school governance body– The School Board. The Board ensured that the school 

had a formal structure which provided opportunities for parents, staff and the community to work to-

gether planning, formulating and reviewing school systems and 

policies. We thank the members of the Board for their hours of 

service to the school. 

 

To our many partners and collaborators that contributed to the 

school’s successful learning programs, we thank you. 

 



 SCHOOL BOARD REPORT 

Ardross Primary School Board Report 2014 
 

2014 was a year of success and outstanding achievements for the students of Ardross Primary School,   
supported through the commitment of staff and strong community partnerships. It is the belief of the  
Ardross School Board that Ardross Primary is meeting the challenges of a changing funding model and 
significant curriculum alterations whilst maintaining its standing as a school where students are able to 
reach their potential, both socially and academically, and embrace and adapt to a changing world. 
 
In this, the third year of the implementation of our Business Plan, The School Board looked closely at 
our performance against our articulated vision for our school community: “to support a dedicated and 
capable staff; maintaining a welcoming and supportive school community; developing a collaborative                  
environment for all; providing a diverse, inclusive and innovative curriculum; and developing and     
maintaining contemporary resources and facilities”.  
The culmination of this internal review was the Independent Review conducted during October. 
 
The purpose of the Independent Review was to provide an assurance to the Minister for Education, the 
Director General of Education and the school community on the extent to which the school had met 
its commitments as outlined in its Delivery and Performance Agreement (DPA) and associated Busi-
ness Plan. The focus of the review was on: 

How well the school has improved the standards of student learning (achievement, progress and     
engagement) for all students 

How well the school has created an environment that promotes student learning 
How well the school is placed to sustain and improve its performance 

 
Ardross Primary received many commendations that supported the school’s claims of significant 
strengths and areas of improvement. 
 
The Ardross Primary School community can be very proud of the excellent efforts to present the re-
quired information to the DES review team and for all the accomplishments achieved throughout 2012-
2014. 
 
This Annual Report is delivered in the context of the Ardross Primary School Board’s powers and du-
ties as expressed in its Terms of Reference. 
 
The Ardross Primary School Board consists of eleven (11) members, ten (10) of whom are elected as fol-
lows 

5 parent / Community Members – (Dr Bruce Willett, Patrick Soh, Heidi Lansdell, Mark Downey and 
one (1) vacancy 

1 parent nominated by the Parents & Citizens (P&C) (Jessica Williams / Cornelia Major) 
4 Teachers (Wendy Cocks, Bob Parker, Kate Mathis, Isabel Mangion-Campbell) 

and one Non-elected participant Principal – Andrew Holmes 
 
It is very important to have an outside-in perspective on the world as it influences the School Commu-
nity and to use this experience to develop a strong point of view of the future to guide and shape our 
strategy.  
In this perspective the Board welcomed Patrick Soh and Heidi Lansdell as Parent Members. Heidi and 
Patricks’ collective knowledge and capabilities have proved extremely valuable as the School confronts 
the many challenges ahead. 
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Jessica Williams and Cornelia Major joined the School Board as the P&C Representatives to the Board. 
 
In addition we welcomed back to the School Board all returning representatives from the School    
Faculty.  
Once again, the Board extends their sincere gratitude to Alison Stockman (School Registrar) who 
served the Board meetings as an ex- officio member. 
At the end of 2014 the position of two parent members became vacant after the expiry of their two 
year terms, being: 

 Dr Bruce Willett - 5 Years’ Service. (P&C Representative to the School Council for 3 years, School 
Board member for 2 years) and 
 Mark Downey – 8 Years’ Service. (School Councillor for 5 years, School Board member for 3 years) 
 
Thank you to all members of the 2014 Ardross School Board for your involvement. You have           
generously given of yourselves to ensure that decisions directly affecting Ardross are made by         
representatives of this community, people who are close to Ardross and know our teachers, parents, 
and students. In these challenging times we face difficult choices and shoulder critical responsibilities. 
The Board hold true to themselves and are ultimately always focused on the future success of the  
children that attend Ardross. I applaud the Boards willingness to serve as advocates for our children 
and the voice of public education. 
 
On behalf of the School Board, I would like to pay tribute to and thank our Principal, Andy Holmes. 
Mr Holmes’ commitment, professionalism and expertise ensures that all areas of the School are       
extremely well managed and organised, not only for the internal challenges, but also for life’s        
challenges beyond the School environment. A great Leader can only function if they have magnificent 
support and this is provided exceptionally well by the Leadership Team of Bob Parker, Cath Bishop 
and Alison Stockman. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the dedicated and committed teaching and administrative staff who 
ensure that our children receive the best teaching and learning opportunities.  
 
It is with a great sense of accomplishment that I leave the Ardross Primary School Board after eight 
years, the past six as Board Chair, to pursue new challenges. 
 
I have greatly enjoyed the cooperative experience of serving on the Ardross Primary School Board and 
am truly thankful for your help and kindness along the way. I am honoured to have worked in the   
capacity of improving the school and its functions for our children and am grateful for your              
understanding. 
Whilst there is still much work to be done I join with the fellow 27 Board members that have served 
on the Ardross Board/Council over my tenure and leave measuredly gratified; working as one clear 
body enabling Ardross to rise from 24th place in 2009 to 6th place at the start of 2014 in the list of Top 
Public Primary Schools in Western Australia 1. 
 
All the best for the future. May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back! 
 
Mark Downey 
Chair, School Board 
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COUNCILLORS 

Year 6 Lana Jordan, Liam Carpenter,  

 Skye Ewington, Su-Jyn Hia, Max Kite,  

 Emmeline Lazuardi, Matthew Price,  

 Sofia Rudy Adrie, Charlize Slipper,  

 Jessica Spann,  Casey Tay and Naomi Yao. 

 

Year 7  Noah Bernaud, Felicity Brown,  

 James Dalais, Esmee Geyer-Maverick,  

 Isaac Ho, Ye Hern Kim, Clio Meyricke, M i c h e l l e 

Ng, Evelyn Ong, Ethan  Severin,  Lachlan Smyth and Abbey 

Woodman. 

 

FACTION CAPTAINS 

  Captains   Vice Captains 

Wellard Yr 6 Daniel Skinner Brandon Wong 

   Osian Robertson Imogen Pollard 
    

               Yr 7 Aimon Shareef Blair Marley 

   Afarin Hosseini JJ Toh 
 

Waylen  Yr 6 Sam Collins  Andraz Livk 

   Sophia Cassoti Morgan Frossos 
    

      Yr 7 Ben Tyrell  Tom Darlington 

    Nadya Syafa Charlotte Barron 
       

Lukin   Yr 6 Michael Hardie Toby Lansdell 

  Jocelyn Kwok Jade Cairns 

 

    Yr 7 Andrew Turnbull Jeremy Lansdell 

  Jemma Van Zaanen Sophia Theobald 

 

Butler Yr 6 Guillaume Metrot Quinn Maley 

  Eden Maley  EleanorWilliams 

 

 Yr 7 Danilo Govedarica Shayan Bahmani 

  Nina Kowalewski EllaSchaefer– Zaics 

 

COMPUTER CAPTAINS 

Year 6  Elliot Cull, Tyler Bower, Jun Kim, Luke Millar,  

 Ryan Muranda, Charlotte Yeomans, Jeff Zhao. 

 

Year 7  Mrinal Banerjee, Harrison Brown, Jet Buckner,  

 Jeremy Cheng, Jolyon Fereday, Trisha Mathur,  

 Aoife McCarthy. 

 

LITERACY CAPTAINS 

Year 6 Kyra Doubell, Joel Chee, Erik Feldwick,  

 Danielle Mackey, Ripley Parke, Korina Wibowo,  

 Faith Wong. 

 

Year 7 Rachel Lee, Cameron Nguyen, Tristan Noor,  

 Ning Wong, Ayumi Yokote. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCILLORS 

Year 6 Jonathon Gair, Kynan Ganza, Alin Ibrahim,  

 Ivan Kwek, Benjamin Merrey, Anya Ryken-Rapp. 

 

Year 7 Tyler Butler, Samuel Collings, Joseph Dalais,  

 Elias Holthouse, Ji Ho Kim, Liam Lorrimar,  

 Jesse McCarron, Taya Miles, Zali Nash,  

 Esha Thakur, Monique Turner, Steven Widjaja,  

 Lisa Zhou. 
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FACTION SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 

FACTION POINTS 

              Wellard -  354.5   

Waylen  -  324 

Lukin     -  282.5  

Butler    -  242 

 

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS 

 Girls   Boys 

Year 4  

Gold Kathryn Raffelt  Lucas Ho  

Silver Neeve Fasher  Shen Kit Hia 

Bronze  Jasmine Ellery  Ziggy Kowalewski 

 

Year 5  

Gold  Hannah Toole  Lachlan Bridgland 

Silver  Mika Saunders  Joshua Ong 

Bronze  Kierra Wilson  Samuel Daddow 

             Nathaniel Spence  

Year 6  

Gold  Imogen Pollard  Kynan Ganza 

Silver  Kyra Doubell  Guilluame Metrot 

    Michael Hardie 

Bronze Jessica Spann  

 

Year 7    

Gold   Charlotte Barron Isaac Ho 

Silver   Jemma van Zaanen  Ben Tyrell 

Bronze  Nina Kowalewski  Jeremy Lansdell  

 INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING 

CARNIVAL RESULTS 

1st 329 Ardross  

2nd 274 Bicton   

3rd  120 Palmyra   

4th 119 East Fremantle 

5th 95 Booragoon  

6th 49 Bateman 

  

 

Gold winners   Charlotte Barron, 

Imogen Pollard,   Isaac Ho, Kathryn 

Raffelt, Lachlan Bridgland, Lucas 

Ho.  

 

Silver winners Kynan Ganza 

 

Bronze winner Neeve Fasher 
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INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS  

CARNIVAL RESULT 

 

1st Winthrop PS  614 

 2nd        Ardross PS    340 

3rd          Kardinya PS   329 

 4th        Melville PS   266 

 5th        Richmond PS   207 

 6th       Mount Pleasant PS  201  

Gold winners   Matthew Spence Yr 4 

  Nathanael Spence Y5 

Silver winners  Kynan Ganza  Yr 6 

  Jade Cairns Yr 6 

 

FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
FACTION POINTS 

              Wellard -  762 pts  

Waylen  -  712 pts 

Lukin     -  583 pts 

Butler    -  502 pts 

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS 

 Girls   Boys 

Year 3  

Gold Grace Ainsworth  Ky Hehir 

Silver Elena Lidgard  Matthew miles 

Bronze  Romy Bridgland  Byron McFarland 

Year 4  

Gold Isabella Soh  Matthew Spence  

Silver Mieke Koetze  Lucas Ho  

Bronze  Jana Koetze  Ziggy Kowalewski 

    Daniel Rinaldi 

Year 5  

Gold  Rececca Ho  Nathaniel Spence 

Silver  Mallika Gurung  Yu Weng Choong 

Bronze  Kierra Wilson  Ray Nakanishi  

    Sam Collins 

Year 6  

Gold Jade Cairns  Kynan Ganza  

Silver  Osian Robertson  Matthew Price 

Bronze  Jocelyn Kwok  Andraz Livk 

Year 7    

Gold   JJ Toh   Danilo Govedarica 

Silver   Ella Schafer-Zaics Aimon Shareef  

Bronze  Nadia Talissa  Ethan Severin 

 Zali Nash 
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

Results indicate that Ardross students are achieving within one standard deviation of the           

predicted school mean in thirteen of the fifteen areas tested. Ardross students achieved above the 

predicted school mean in two areas- Year 5 Spelling and Year 7 Numeracy. 

Ardross students still sit well above state averages and comfortable above Australian means (Page 

17). 

Our priority focus : Outcome 1-To maintain high standards of student achievement performing at 

or above Like schools was achieved, however we would still like to see more ‘greens’ for Ardross 

PS. 

  
Year 3 Year 5 Year 7 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 Numeracy    0.0  1.0  0.5  0.2  2.1  1.4 -0.3 -1.2  1.5 

 Reading   -0.6  0.5 -0.4  0.7  0.7  0.5  0.8  0.6 -0.4 

 Writing   -0.8  0.4 -0.2 -0.3  0.5 -0.8 -0.6 -0.2 -0.6 

 Spelling    0.1  0.9  0.8  1.5  1.2  0.6  2.0 -0.3  0.3 

 Grammar & 
Punctuation   

-0.5  0.9  0.2  0.5  1.3  0.3 -0.5 -0.7 -0.5 

 

  Above Expected - more than one standard deviation above the predicted school mean  

  Expected - within one standard deviation of the predicted school mean  

  Below Expected - more than one standard deviation below the predicted school mean  

  No data available or number of students is less than 6 

 

NAPLAN COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 
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  Ardross Mean  Australian 

Mean 

Difference 

Year 3 Numeracy 448 402 +46 

 Reading 447 419 +28 

 Writing 438 402 +36 

 Spelling 467 412 +55 

 Grammar 478 426 +52 

Year 5 Numeracy 546 487 +59 

 Reading 538 501 +37 

 Writing 482 468 +14 

 Spelling 535 498 +37 

 Grammar 543 504 +39 

Year 7 Numeracy 616 546 +70 

 Reading 589 546 +43 

 Writing 544 512 +32 

 Spelling 606 545 +61 

 Grammar 598 544 +54 



Year 3 NAPLAN results 2014 

Year 3 student performance data indicated      

Ardross students performed at,or slightly above, 

like schools in all areas tested, except Reading. 

Spelling is an area where the school comfortably 

surpassed like schools. 

When looking at the  proficiency bands on Page 

18, the school had 10% of students achieve Bands 

1 and 2, which was  slightly higher than previous 

years. The flipside to that, is Ardross students 

had 42% of students represented in Bands 6-10, 

which is also slightly higher on previous years. In 

Reading therefore, we have a wide range of     

abilities. 10% of students (5) students are         

performing  below national minimum standards 

and 42% (21 students) are achieving well beyond. 

The school still  sits significantly above state   

averages. 

Page 17: In Numeracy, 52% of students sit in the 

Top 20% of the State and 42% in Reading. In   

Numeracy, 44% are in the middle 60% of the 

state and 52% in reading.  There are 4% and 6 % 

in the bottom 20% in Numeracy and Reading. 

 

Year 3 Numeracy 

Year 3 Reading 

Year 3 Writing 

Year 3 Spelling 

Year 3 Punctuation & Grammar 

LONGITUDINAL SUMMARY 
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Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 3 Numeracy 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

37% 
 

 

68% 
 

 

52% 
 

 

44% 
 

 

48% 
 

 

42% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

59% 
 

 

30% 
 

 

44% 
 

 

52% 
 

 

48% 
 

 

55% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

2% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

3% 

Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 3 Reading 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

29% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

42% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

43% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

66% 
 

 

61% 
 

 

52% 
 

 

56% 
 

 

54% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

0% 
 

 

6% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

3% 
 

 

4% 

Year 3 INDIVIDUAL TEST ACHIEVEMENT 
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Number of students with a Test Score 

 
Percentage of students in each Proficiency Band

 

 

 
 
 

  
School Year 3 Numeracy 

2012 2013 2014 

Total Students    41    44     50 

Band 

Year 3 Numeracy 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 6 to 10  29%  30%  38%  23%  20%  29%  11%   8%  13% 

 5   12%  41%  28%  26%  37%  33%  17%  20%  21% 

 4   37%  16%  16%  30%  27%  21%  26%  29%  23% 

 3   17%  11%  12%  15%  12%  13%  24%  25%  23% 

 2    2%   2%   6%   5%   3%   4%  14%  12%  15% 

 1    2%   0%   0%   1%   1%   0%   7%   5%   5% 

YEAR 3 PROFICIENCY BANDS 

 

 

Band 

Year 3 Reading 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 6 to 10  29%  39%  42%  39%  43%  48%  19%  21%  23% 

 5   34%  20%  30%  28%  20%  21%  21%  16%  17% 

 4   17%  34%   8%  17%  23%  17%  19%  24%  23% 

 3   15%   7%  10%  10%  10%   9%  17%  19%  16% 

 2    2%   0%   8%   4%   3%   4%  15%  15%  12% 

 1    2%   0%   2%   1%   1%   1%   8%   6%  10 

  Above National 
Minimum Standard 

  At National  
Minimum Standard 

  Below National 
Minimum Standard 
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Year 5 NAPLAN results 2014 

Year 5 student performance data indicated 

Ardross students performed at ,or slightly 

above like schools in Numeracy and 

Spelling. Reading, Writing and           

Punctuation & Grammar fell below like 

schools. Writing is significantly below like 

schools. This data goes against the trend 

of recent years.  

When looking at the  proficiency bands on 

Page 21,  no students failed to reach       

national minimum standards. Ardross  

students had 25% of students represented 

in Bands 8-10, which is down on the     

previous year. We should be mindful that 

this was a different cohort of students and 

the previous year’s results were              

exceedingly high.  

The school still  sits significantly above 

state  averages. 

Page 20: In Numeracy, 50% of students sit 

in the Top 20% of the State and 48% in 

Reading. In Numeracy, 48% are in the 

middle 60% of the state and 45% in     

reading.  There are 2% and 7 % in the bot-

tom 20% in Numeracy and Reading. 

 

 Year 5 Numeracy 

Year 5 Reading 

Year 5 Writing 

Year 5 Spelling 

Year 5 Punctuation & Grammar 
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Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 5 Numeracy 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

80% 
 

 

50% 
 

 

42% 
 

 

44% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

55% 
 

 

18% 
 

 

48% 
 

 

54% 
 

 

51% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

6% 
 

 

2% 
 

 

2% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

4% 

Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 5 Reading 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

46% 
 

 

45% 
 

 

48% 
 

 

43% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

49% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

49% 
 

 

55% 
 

 

45% 
 

 

52% 
 

 

56% 
 

 

47% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

0% 
 

 

7% 
 

 

6% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

4% 

Year 5 INDIVIDUAL TEST ACHIEVEMENT 
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YEAR 5 PROFICIENCY BANDS 

Number of students with a Test Score 

 
Percentage of students in each Proficiency Band

 

 

 
 

  
School Year 5 Numeracy 

2012 2013 2014 

Total Students    66    44    44 

Band 

Year 5 Numeracy 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 8 to 10  20%  50%  25%  25%  20%  26%   8%   9%   9% 

 7   29%  23%  25%  23%  20%  22%  12%  11%  12% 

 6   29%  20%  34%  30%  30%  31%  26%  24%  27% 

 5   17%   5%   9%  16%  22%  15%  27%  28%  25% 

 4    5%   2%   7%   5%   7%   4%  16%  20%  17% 

 1 to 3    2%   0%   0%   1%   1%   2%  10%   8%   9% 

Band 

Year 5 Reading 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 8 to 10  21%  25%  25%  21%  22%  32%   8%  10%  13% 

 7   34%  36%  32%  29%  28%  23%  17%  19%  15% 

 6   18%  25%   7%  27%  29%  25%  24%  28%  24% 

 5   21%  14%  25%  16%  16%  13%  25%  26%  23% 

 4    6%   0%  11%   4%   5%   6%  12%  13%  15% 

 1 to 3    0%   0%   0%   2%   0%   1%  13%   4%  10 

  Above National 
Minimum Standard 

  At National  
Minimum Standard 

  Below National 
Minimum Standard 



Year 7 Numeracy 

Year 7 Reading 

Year 7  Writing 

Year 7 Spelling 

Year 7 Punctuation & Grammar 

Year 7 NAPLAN results 2014 

Year  7 student performance data indicated 

Ardross students performed at ,or slightly 

above, like schools in all areas tested, except 

Writing. Spelling is an area where the school 

comfortably surpassed like schools . 

When looking at the  proficiency bands on 

Page 24,  no students failed to reach national 

minimum standards. Ardross students had 

39% of students represented in Bands 9-10 in 

Numeracy, which was also the case in 2013.  

Reading percentages were lower with 27% of 

students represented in Bands 9-10 which was 

up on last year’s results. 

The school still  sits significantly above state  

averages. 

Page 23:  In Numeracy,  a staggering 59% of 

students sit in the Top 20% of the State and 

47% in Reading. In Numeracy, 39% are in the 

middle 60% of the state and 45% in reading.  

There are 2% and 8% in the bottom 20% in 

Numeracy and Reading. 
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Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 7 Numeracy 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

37% 
 

 

45% 
 

 

59% 
 

 

44% 
 

 

54% 
 

 

54% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

58% 
 

 

42% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

53% 
 

 

43% 
 

 

43% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

5% 
 

 

12% 
 

 

2% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

3% 
 

 

3% 

Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools 

  

 
  
  

 

 

 Year 7 Reading 

 

 

  

State 

  

 

 

School 
 

 

Like Schools 

 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 
 

 

2012 
 

 

2013 
 

 

2014 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

 

39% 
 

 

45% 
 

 

47% 
 

 

40% 
 

 

46% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

 

59% 
 

 

52% 
 

 

45% 
 

 

56% 
 

 

51% 
 

 

48% 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

 

2% 
 

 

3% 
 

 

8% 
 

 

4% 
 

 

3% 
 

 

4% 

Year 7 INDIVIDUAL TEST ACHIEVEMENT  
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YEAR 7 PROFICIENCY BANDs 

Number of students with a Test Score 

 
Percentage of students in each Proficiency Band

 

 

  
School Year 7 Numeracy 

2012 2013 2014 

Total Students 59 33 51 

Band 

Year 7 Numeracy 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 9 to 10  27%  39%  39%  25%  35%  34%   9%  11%  11% 

 8   12%   9%  27%  24%  24%  26%  13%  14%  14% 

 7   27%  18%  20%  29%  22%  24%  23%  23%  24% 

 6   24%  21%  10%  15%  14%  11%  27%  28%  28% 

 5    8%   9%   4%   5%   4%   5%  20%  21%  19% 

 1 to 4    2%   3%   0%   1%   0%   1%   6%   4%   4% 

Band 

Year 7 Reading 

School Like Schools State 

2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 2012 2013 2014 

 9 to 10  27%  18%  27%  15%  21%  27%   6%   8%  10% 

 8   22%  30%  24%  36%  30%  25%  18%  17%  15% 

 7   27%  24%  31%  28%  26%  27%  25%  24%  26% 

 6   19%  21%  10%  14%  17%  16%  25%  26%  27% 

 5    5%   6%   4%   6%   5%   5%  16%  18%  16% 

 1 to 4    0%   0%   4%   1%   1%   1%   8%   7%   6% 

  Above National 
Minimum Standard 

  At National  
Minimum Standard 

  Below National 
Minimum Standard 
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2012 
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Primary (Excluding Kin) 
 

 

      

  

377 
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399 
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351 
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351 

  

  

  

 
  
  

  

  

 
  
  

  

  

 
  
  

  
  

    

                          

ENROLMENT TRENDS 

In 2014, enrolments dropped slightly on the previous years. This is certainly not due to a dip in the 

popularity of the school but probably more to do with endeavouring to take students from within 

the local intake area and trying not to overload classes. The enrolment policy states : 

The assessment of a school’s capacity to accommodate students should take into consideration the 

school’s current resources including infrastructure and staffing. Future accommodation needs are to 

be considered when processing applications from students transferring during the year from outside 

the local-intake area.  

Whilst 2015 figures are listed in this table and represented on the graph, this is not part of the 2014 

Annual Report. The dip in numbers is due to the Year Sevens transitioning to secondary schooling. 

Ardross Primary school continues to be a school of choice. 
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Attendance Category 

  

 
  
   

 

Regular  

 

At Risk 

 

 

Indicated 
 

 

Moderate 
 

 

Severe 

2012 86.0% 12.2% 1.3% 0.2% 

2013 87.6% 10.3% 1.9% 0.0% 

2014 85.1% 12.3% 2.0% 0.5% 

WA Public Schools 75.0% 17.0% 6.0% 2.0% 

Attendance 

Whilst Ardross student attendance sits above state averages, regular            

attendance rates should be in the 90+% range. The figure of 85.1% is             

indicative of  a school community who frequently holiday outside scheduled 

school holiday breaks. This impacts on attendance rates.  

The number of Indicated ‘at risk’ students is higher than you would expect. 

Attendance Overall Primary 

                    

                                        

  
  

Non-Aboriginal Aboriginal Total   
  

School Like 
Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 
School Like 

Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 
School Like 

Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 
  

2012 95.1% 94.9% 93.3% 95.7% 88.2% 81.1% 95.1% 94.9% 92.3% 

2013 95.7% 95% 93.7% 95.2% 88% 80.7% 95.7% 95% 92.6% 

2014 94.6% 94.7% 93.2% 96.4% 91.6% 80.4% 94.6% 94.7% 92.1% 
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Coordinators: Blythe Maley and Catherine Riley 

 

In 2014, the Key focus areas of the English Plan covered: 

Writing: Genre structure, Vocabulary and Grammar 

Provision of purposeful meaning for writing across genres and curriculum areas 
through a variety of incursion and excursions at class and whole school level.  

Moderating sessions in writing with teachers of same year levels. 

Extension and enrichment program in Junior Primary developing writing structure 
and topic and genre specific vocabulary development and extension. 

A priority for 2015 is identified as further developing the school resources in the 
PM Reading series with a focus on the PM Writing resources. 

Priority for 2015 is for professional learning in the area of grammar. 

Spelling in the context of writing: Punctuation and Grammar 

Soundwaves program extended from 3-7 to K-2 

Resources purchased to support the Soundwaves program in K-2 

Consistency of approach across year levels- editing coding strategy introduced K-3 

Waddington Spelling and Reading Test purchased and used for standardised testing in Year 1, 2, 4 and 6 

Reading: literal, inferential and evaluative comprehension 

Continuation of Reading Eggs funded through the P&C.  

Expansion of the PM Readers Series to provide consistency of a reading resource across year and ability levels.  

Before school reading program, 4 days a week, continued from 2013 using Literacy Captains as peer reading 
buddies. Targeting of students who would benefit from extra oral reading, didn’t consistently read at home or 
wanted to read prior to school. 

Stocktake of all reading materials conducted. Reorganisation of Reading Resources to be able to locate re-
sources more efficiently, increase staff awareness of available resources and editing of resources as current, 
topical and relevant.  

Literacy Captains 

Introduced in 2014, selected from Year 6 and 7 students. 

Reading Room monitors- used to record resources used and re-shelf returned items 

Organised a Dress as Your Favourite Character Day for Book Week 

Peer mentors for Before School Reading  

SAER 

Support program continued from 2013. Covered Kindergarten (K)-7 in specific skill development. 

Letters and Sounds trialled by Education Assistants (EA) for some Year 5 Students at Educational Risk (SAER)
students. Replaced in Term 3 with Spelling Mastery, a program used in 2013 with success.  

High interest, low level reading materials purchased to support Dyslexic and Language Disordered students. 
Provision for expansion of these resources for 2015. 

 

 ENGLISH REPORT 
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The Maths Committee was comprised of Ms Heary (Leader), Ms Foote, Mrs Loney, 

Mr Hill, Mrs Downey, Mrs Mangion-Campbell and Ms Pateman. The Committee 

met 3 times a year formally to plan and monitor, and as often as needed, informally. 

All areas of the school were represented on the Committee.  

 

ACCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Maths monitors were used to get equipment to and from classes. Each class was allocated two students for the 

year. The students went  to the classroom every morning to drop off requested items and/or return gear. The 

number of teachers using manipulatives to teach previous areas of weakness, particularly in data analysis, time 

and problem solving  increased. This was also reflected in improved results in these areas. 

Journals are now purchased in online format allowing them to be added to the School server for easy access to the 

latest ideas and research. 

 To continue encouraging teachers to use manipulatives, a data base with pictures was developed. This should 

address the issues that some teachers have knowing what is available.  

 

DIFFERENTIATED CURRICULUM 

 Area of weakness  were isolated using standardised tests and teacher judgement. Differentiated curriculum 

was used to address students at risk. Teacher Assistants were used to provide extra help when needed and 

programmes were devised, monitored and adapted as necessary. Four examples are:There was a significant 

number of Year 7 students struggling to learn new maths concepts. A programme addressing their needs was 

devised and the group worked with a Teacher Assistant. The programme was written by the Maths               

Coordinator in discussion with other teachers in the Senior Block (SB) and monitored by all teachers in the 

SB. The recent NAPLAN results indicated that all students had improved with a number of them improving 

beyond previous expected levels. Student confidence also improved and they more readily asked questions to 

clarify understanding. This group was further subdivided on Tuesdays during Maths Olympiad. 

 A group of Year 4 and 5 students were identified as working well above year level in analytical maths, problem 

solving and team activities. These students spent one hour a day competing challenging maths related          

activities with the Maths Coordinator. They are built and programmed a Mars Rover to complete a             

challenging course.  

 Extension programmes such as Maths Olympiad were run. All students in Years 6 and 7 participated in the 

problem solving activity Maths Olympiad. At the beginning of the year all students were grouped according 

to MO test results. They the worked on problem solving according to their level with the top group            

competing in the national competition. Ardross regularly has students in the top 10% in Australia. All Year 7 

students also participated in the Australian Maths Competition. 

 Ms Cooper addressed the needs of junior students by running an extension class once a week.  

 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

The 2014 NAPLAN results indicated that though several areas of geometry, for example, shape recognition, have 

improved, geospatial reasoning, though improving, is still an area of concern. To address this, new areas of        

research will be investigated for relevant ideas, the number of  manipulatives will be increased to allow classes to 

keep kits for longer periods of time. Improved access to manipulatives for longer periods of time was successful in 

improving results for problem solving, data analysis and elapsed time 2012 -2014. 

Year 5 had a significant gender difference of about 20% with the boys being more  successful. This was consistent 

across all subject areas. This was addressed by analysing areas of difficulty in the middle levels to see if remedial 

teaching could help  move them to the next level. This was successful in assisting low achievers in Year 7 to move 

to the next level in 2014. 

 MATHEMATICS REPORT 
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Ardross has a science   vision (Whole School Science Plan 2014) based on                      
implementation of  the Australian Curriculum. This was    preceded with the                
implementation of the 5E’s Investigation approach (“A resource book for teachers of   
primary and secondary science” by Professor Mark Hackling, 2005). We have been  
using “Primary Connections: linking science with literacy” since 2006. Ardross was formally involved with the 
“Primary Science Project” until that ended 2011/12.  Primary Connections (PC) has been adopted Australia -wide 
and is now a ‘flagship primary school program’. During these years a Science Coordinator has been appointed 
within the school. 

The role of the science coordinator has been to support teachers to run successful science programs. We have 
what are the standard core resources such as PC and have also undertaken training with it in past years.         
Primary Connections and Scitech resources have helped to complement our programs through years 1-7.       
Having gold membership to Scitech has made excursions to the centre more cost effective. There are various 
programs at Scitech that complement the content areas for the year levels. For example the “Trip Around the 
Solar System” for Earth and Space Sciences in year 5 and “Planes” for the Physics content area. 

At Ardross we have a Science Resource Folder on the network with links to relevant activities and websites to 
help streamline the work of teachers in locating lesson content quickly. This resource has been developed over 
a number of years and updated to respond to changes in content, changes in the location of on-line resources 
and the addition of new ideas from sources such as CSIRO. Other examples, Scootle and the ABC site ‘Splash’ 
are the current forms of what we knew as the Learning Federation (learning objects). These resource can be  
accessed  to reinforce concepts and develop student interest in science. Digital curriculum and on-line           
resources are continually developing. 

Preparing for Australian Curriculum (AC) 

Ardross was quick to begin implementation of AC in science. Understanding and developing familiarity of the 
various foundation papers that underpinned the development of the new curriculum was crucial in gaining an 
early start to informing teachers about delivering the science content. Because of our networking with other 
science coordinators and consideration of the changes needed at the school level, we have made a smooth    
transition to using the AC in science.  

The majority of staff is capable of locating the on-line curriculum and accessing supporting resources using the 
internet or science resource file. 

Another problem we are facing is finding the time to allocate in each learning area. Some teachers are still     
doing the standard 1 hour for science, or allocating 2 hours on a fortnightly basis. In the higher grades the      
recommended time allocation is more closely followed. Science delivery in the pre-primary classes is strong. 

Converging the State and National Curriculum has been a long term strategy used at Ardross. We eventually 
made the complete move to defined Australian content in the various year levels. Consideration was given to 
the reporting schedule in science with a long term view that all content areas need to be covered in a year. We 
began a process of touching on all the content areas using what we described as an Overlap strategy. Our   
Overlap strategy was introduced at one of the final Primary Science Project meetings. Dunsborough (Teacher 
Development School)   renamed the process to a Major/ Minor SU (Science Understanding) system – cover one 
content area in detail throughout term, and 3 weeks into term 2 when reporting is approaching. Then change to 
a Minor SU for the remainder of term 2. Repeat the process for Semester 2. Our process, is essentially the origi-
nal idea developed to cover all four content areas. We have since moved to doing a particular content area each 
term. The         transitional process worked well. 

Moderation 

On the first day back of term 2, time was set aside for teachers to bring their work samples and have a round 
table discussion, in common year levels, of grading for various pieces of student work. In the year 6 year level, a 
common test was given in Earth and Space and marked by the same teacher to ensure consistency, and this 
formed an important basis for grading. The Working Scientifically and Skills aspects were classroom -based. 

 

 

            

 SCIENCE REPORT 
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The Humanities and Social Sciences learning area has been on a complex journey 

over the last three years as we have had to move from the WA Society and             

Environment Curriculum to the Australian Curriculum of Humanities and Social 

Sciences. The adaptions made at Ardross Primary can be seen in the following table 

outlining the teaching and reporting organisation over the last three years. 

 

We found links between the two curriculums and focused on common aspects of content and skills. 

Teachers have been provided with regular workshop sessions to learn the new Australian               

curriculums of History and Geography. They have been encouraged to plan in common year levels 

and share and collaborate when forming programmes. Resources have been purchased to assist 

teachers to integrate Asia awareness, Aboriginal Education and Sustainability into learning            

activities. Some teachers are actively using an inquiry learning approach in their History and        

Geography programmes. 

Teaching and Learning Priorities in 2014 
 

The four priorities in Humanities and Social Sciences for 2014 were: 
 Teachers to provide learning experiences in History and Geography    

using the Australian Curriculum 
 Teachers to integrate the strands of Society & Environment with oth-

er learning areas where possible 
 Teachers to foster and enhance understanding of Aboriginal Culture 
 Teachers to trial new Civics and Citizenship Curriculum. 

2012 2013 2014 

Curriculum Reporting Curriculum Reporting Curriculum Reporting 

Semester 1 
*ICP 
*Culture 
*Place and 
Space 
  
Semester 2 
*ICP 
*Natural and 
Social Systems 
*Resources 
*Time Continui-
ty and Change 

Semester 1 
*ICP 
*Culture 
*Place and Space 
  
Semester 2 
*ICP 
*Natural and Social 
Systems 
*Resources 
*Time Continuity 
and Change 

Term 1 
(wk. 1-7) 
History 
  
(wk. 8-11) 
Term 2 
(wk. 1-5) 
Natural&Social sys-
tems 
  
(wk. 6-10) 
Place and Space 
  
Term 3 
(wk. 1-3) 
Resources 
  
(wk. 4-10) 
Culture 
  
Term 4 
Geography 
  

Semester 1 
*ICP 
*Time/ 
Continuity& 
Change 
*Natural & Social 
Systems 
*Place and Space 
  
  
  
  
  
Semester 2 
*ICP 
*Resources 
*Culture 

Term 1, 
Term 2 
(wk. 1-5) 
History 
Term 2 
(wk. 6-10) 
  
Term 3 
Geography 
  
  
Term 4 
Civics and Citi-
zenship 

Semester 1 
*ICP 
*Culture 
*Time/continuity/change 
*Natural&Social Systems 
  
  
Semester 2 
*ICP 
*Resources 
*Place and Space 

 HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES REPORT 
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 TECHNOLOGY REPORT 
 

The Australian Curriculum states that students’ activities in the early years   
develop into an interest in learning technologies thinking, processes and     
production. Students increasingly recognise the connections between        
Technologies and other learning areas. 

The Technology and Enterprise area at Ardross Primary School is embedded 
into all curriculum areas.  In the    Literacy area children worked with buddy 
classes to produce puppet plays using the “Puppet Pals” app on the ipads.  
This involved the children working in pairs to produce a storyline using a 
number of different characters.  This was then transferred to the I-pads and 
made into a movie.  Other classes produced promotional videos for the 
school and some made advertisements using video to promote a toy that they 
have  designed. 

In Numeracy the children used ICT to access the programme “Mathletics.”  
Staff have made a variety of groups within their class and tailored activities to suit each class.  Robotics involved 
incorporating mathematical skills to programme robots.  This programme occurred in Years 1-3 with Beebots 
which involvesd using grid references to guide the robots through a number of courses.  The Year 4 and 5 chil-
dren used Probots which involved an          understanding of angles to be able to programme the robots.  Finally, 
the Year 6 and 7’s used Lego Robotics to programme robots to complete a number of different dance moves.  
The Year 7’s competed in the Scitech robotics competition as well as the first Lego League.   

In Sustainability lessons, children used the I-pads to produce movies about the aboriginal season of Djilba.  
They were also involved in the construction of Bird and Bat boxes for the school.  Some children took it on upon     
themselves to make a register of birds that can be found around our school.  Brochures were  made to show 
guests to our school the features that make our school sustainable. 

In Science, some classes had lessons in Food Technology.  Children in Year 6 and 7 made different recipes each 
week.  The Year 3 and 4 classes used Lego Technics to learn about simple machines particularly focussing on     
pulleys, wheels and levers. Science and technology was closely linked, as after experimentation, the students 
used computer programmes to graph data. 

Other areas where technologies were integrated included the making of cushions and couch covers in art.         
Producing origami in Japanese and competing in the West Australian Newspaper competitions to design and 
make an animal from newspaper.  In Health, some classes made Sunsafe t-shirts.  In pre-primary the students 
built robots and space packs from cardboard and other odds and ends.  One class organised pen pals with a 
class in a school in Indonesia.  The class wrote letters to their pen pals and towards the end of the year were in-
volved in a video conference where they got to see and speak to their pen pals online.  One class used a 3D de-
sign programme, “Tinkercad” to produce toys that would fit inside a Kinder Surprise.  These were then printed 
on the school’s 3D printer. 

Ardross Primary School has always been at the forefront in the integration of Information and Communications 
Technology into the curriculum.  The school has 3 to 5 computers in each classroom, a bank of 30 notebook 
computers in a computer lab, a trolley of 32 Apple I-pads, interactive whiteboards in every room, a 3D printer 
and 30 digital cameras and 8 compact video recorders.   

The school website www.ardrossps.wa.edu.au was used to display children’s work and also to inform parents of 
upcoming events.  The school newsletter was emailed directly to 220 parents in the school community. 

The provision of 2 days teacher time to the E-Learning Co-ordinator position continued the support to staff so 
that they were able to properly utilise the available technology to meet student needs. 

http://www.ardrossps.wa.edu.au
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2014 was another successful year at Ardross in promoting sustainability, 

including Water wise, Wastewise and AuSSI actions. It culminated in 

the school’s celebration as the Winner of the Environmental category of 

the PALS (Partnership, Acceptance, Learning and Sharing) Awards.  All students had many                  

opportunities to be “in, for and about” the environment. 

Our native nursery continued to flourish with students helping Mr Ivers with tasks so that over 13,000 

seedlings were grown, planted in the school grounds, at nearby parks, shorelines, distributed to “Friends 

of “ groups, Baldivis Children’s Forest, Point Walter Recreation and Conference Centre and to farmers 

for revegetation projects. Year 5 students travelled to York to plant salt tolerant species at Quellington 

Farm. Mr and Mrs Gentle, the farm owners, sponsored new Environmental Awards at our Presentation 

Night.   

During the year individual students and small groups completed many Observe, Plan, Take Steps, Share 

(OPTS) active citizenship projects where they observed a problem, planned possible actions, took some 

steps and shared their success with others. They held dress up days to support charities, such as 

“Orange and Tan” for orangutan    habitats, “Bali Clothes” to provide house building materials for a fam-

ily in Seraya,   “Red, White and Black House” for black cockatoo rehabilitation and a Water disco for po-

table water 3rd world countries. Other ideas included a bird identification booklet, reusable plastic cups 

for slushies and a native bee  hotel.     

Students attended excursions to Piney Lakes, including a new program with Bird Life Australia, The 

Perth Hills Centre, including a new program on Bush Fires, Earth Day and Youth River Forum which 

included Fishing for Sustainability. The second Cultural Corridors day, between Marradangap and  

Djendalup, gave senior students a chance to navigate 5 kms with GPS sets and to learn from Aboriginal 

presenters about Walking on Country. 

In other initiatives, senior students prepared sound scapes based on dolphins and one group was chosen 

to present their original music and a video at the launch of Junior Dolphin Watch for the Swan River 

Trust’s annual awards evening at the Convention Centre.  Students constructed bat boxes for placement 

in the Waterwise garden and in adjacent reserves. A video was made of the process and placed on the 

school web site. Junior students created a big book and humorous play about a bat family which         

included Noongar words. After a morning drawing and photographing local species at Alfred Cove, Year 

4 students painted a beautiful mural about protecting diversity along our river shores with artist in    

residence, Angela Rossen. We also developed a Nature Play area with two wooden stepping stone       

serpents, rocks and branches to promote negotiation and creative play.  

Twelve students attended the International Kids Teaching Kids Conference at Mandurah and presented 

examples of Ardross environmental projects such as Junior Dolphin watch, Fishing Line Bins and Bat 

Boxes to students from across Australia. 

 RIVER RANGERS  REPORT 
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 SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 

Introduction.  

In the past year Ardross PS students have undertaken a range of sustainability         
activities related to the nursery and habitat rehabilitation. Following goals set in    
September 2013, student activities were more closely linked to the curriculum and the 
Operational Plan 2014 for the River Rangers Project.  

2014 Year’s Activities: 

Classes from Years 1 to 7 participated in activities in the nursery, around the school or at Al Richardson Reserve. 
Activities included: 

 Planting seeds into germination trays 

 Transplanting seedlings from germination trays into cell trays or forestry tubes. 

 Taking cuttings from Oldman Saltbush and Eremophila growing in the Waterwise garden in front of the school 
and planting them into forestry tubes 

 Sorting seedlings by size to avoid the larger ones overshadowing the smaller 
ones. 

 Planting out seedlings in the school’s water wise garden and in Al Richardson 
Reserve. 

 Older students work with younger ‘buddy’ classes in the planting out activity. 

Excursions 

Ardross PS ran a number of excursions that included aspects of Sustainability 

October 2013 Deep Water Point, Canning River bank revegetation project. Students planted approximately 350 
sedges at a site prepared by City of Melville. 

10th June 2014. Students visited Pt Walter Recreation and Conference Centre to plant 400 seedlings to help              
re-vegetate and beautify the Conference Centre grounds. 

2nd July 2014. York and Robin Gentle’s farm at Quellington. Students travelled to York to visit the town and Motor 
Museum. After lunch students visited Robin Gentle’s farm 20km NE of York and planted 150 seedlings (100   
Eucalyptus sargentii and 50 Melaleuca cuticularis) in salt affected land on Bogling Rd near the corner of Sees 
Rd. 

11th September 2014. Yr 2/3 students visited Baldivis Children’s Forest for Kids Teaching Kids activities. Yr 3 students 
taught Baldivis Secondary College students to transplant Knotted Club Rush (Ficinia nodosa) seedlings from 
forestry tubes into 130mm diameter pots.  

Other Activities – Operational Plan 2014 River Rangers 

The garden bed irrigation around the library was changed from scheme water to bore water. This saves potable  
water and the more regular watering has improved the quality of the plants in the garden bed. 

Joint Nursery (Applecross Senior High School (AXSHS)& Ardross PS) - Update 

Shade cloth was fitted in December by Bruce Ivers and Spencer McKenna. AXSHS Technology & Enterprise Depart-
ment staff were a great help with design and fabrication of metal components for fixing the shade cloth to the 
weld mesh shade house.  

Almost all 2014 seedling production planted out. One remaining project, Ardross PS River Rangers, 700 sedges for 
Deep Water Point mid October. 

Nursery Production 

Production from the nursery totaled 13,075 seedlings in 2014 for 13 different recipients. 
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Focus 1 Musical Literacy: students learn to aurally identify music that is fast 

or slow, high or low and long or short in kindergarten before being taught the 

French time names for rhythms from pre-primary, and introduced to visual and 

written rhythmic notation in year 1. From then, the number of rhythmic symbols increases each year. 

Students are introduced to treble staff notation in year 3, and this is further developed throughout the 

year levels by reading and playing on a variety of instruments during class music sessions.  

Focus 2 Musical Styles and Genres : students are exposed to, and explicitly taught examples of a  

music from a large variety of musical styles, genres and countries. In 2014, Amanaska, a group from 

MusicaViva delivered an interactive multimedia performance the students loved. At our ANZAC day 

ceremony, the senior choir performed ‘We Are Australian’, with the chorus being sung in Noongar. 

Both Junior and Senior choir learned songs in a variety of languages, including Noongar. As a         

cross-curricular link,   students in upper primary learn to play Japanese Taiko rhythms on home-made 

instruments and     students in year 7 ran Taiko drumming workshops for younger classes as part of the 

schools’ Japanese Day Celebrations.  

Focus 3 Singing: In early childhood classes, singing is used for learning new concepts, to celebrate or 

expand on a topic, and for general organisation. Many teachers at Ardross Primary sing with their    

students and encourage musicality and this has contributed to a student group who just love to sing. 

To encourage a means by which younger students could develop their skill and love of singing, in term 

2 of 2014 a junior choir was trialled and they prepared a jungle-themed item for the WA Government 

School’s Music Society Concert at Crown Theatre. Each year, the Ardross Primary senior choir joins 

with many other schools as part of the WA Primary Schools’ Massed Choir Festival. 

Focus 4 Access to Instrumental Lessons : As of October 2014, Ardross Primary School had 49         

students learning a musical instrument through the School of Instrumental Music, and approximately 

30% of the school population undertake instrumental tuition either privately or through the school. 

The goal has always been to increase this number so strategies were put in place to investigate means 

to achieving this. Upper primary students spent 4th term of each year completing a Music Work-

stations package, during which they apply their note-reading skills to an instrument such as guitar or 

keyboard.  

Highlights of  2014: 2014 saw the purchase of 2 new adjustable-height marimbas suitable for a variety of 

age groups. We had a junior string ensemble, started up the junior choir, continued the successful  

senior choir and continued the fabulous African drumming group formed through the implementation 

of the DRUMBEAT program. Our senior choir performed at the Massed Choir Festival and sang  

Christmas Carols at St John of God Hospital in Murdoch and the junior choir joined the drummers at 

the WAGSMS at Crown, followed by a Christmas performance at Parkland Villas Retirement Village. In 

2014, as part of a cross-curricular project for our sustainability, these students created a music piece 

from recorded loops and turned used this as a soundtrack for a video about the Swan River dolphins. 

As a pilot school for the Junior Dolphin watch program, the best video was sent to the Swan River Trust, 

and the students presented their music video to a crowd of hundreds at the 2014 Dolphin Watch Celebration. 

 MUSIC REPORT 
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 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION REPORT 

Health 2014 

Canteen Traffic Light System 

Over the last 3 years the canteen has been operating under the traffic light system 

where menu items are categorised as green being healthy options, yellow being sometimes options and red being 
occasional options so children can start to make healthier choices when ordering.  Students have become more 
aware of healthier items at our canteen.   The canteen has also been actively involved in using our fresh produce 
grown in our Kitchen Garden at Ardross Primary School. 

Friendly Schools 

Friendly Schools, Friendly Classrooms is a resource used throughout our school to teach social skills and anti-
bullying strategies.  We involve parents and the wider community in this initiative to   enhance our school policy. 

Walk/Ride to School for a healthy breakfast 

Each year we offer students  the opportunity to participate in a free Zumba class as part of our Walk Safely to School 
initiative.  Students love getting their groove on and look forward to showing their moves!! 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Our school chaplain has assisted with implementing BUZ program with the year 6/7 students during term 4.  This 
has given the students skills to build and maintain friendships, as well as confidence and the ability to work as part 
of a team/group. 

Physical Education 2014 

Improving student skills for physical activity is a focus for the Physical Education program. To do this the focus for 
juniors in years 1 to 3 are Fundamental Movement Skills and the introductions of various sports and associated skills. 
These are taught in a fun, supportive, encouraging and inclusive environment to cater for all student abilities and 
enable progress for all students. 

In years 4 to 7 the learning focuses on a game setting and increasing their performance in the use of effective game 
strategies. This is done through effective teaching of skills and strategies in an inclusive game setting where students 
are able to gain a more holistic understanding of what is needed in team sports, where students peer coach, umpire 
games to reinforce their skills and rules of game, coach and manage their own teams. To provide students with an 
awareness of a variety of ways to be physically active the physical education program is diverse in activities offered.  

 For the past two years our school has provided bike education for students in years 4-7 in 2014 and years 5-7 in 
2013 . 

 To integrate ICT and our Sustainability and River Rangers programs into the physical education program we 
have run geocaching for the past 4 years. For the past 2 years Ms Davies has taken a group of 3 or 4 students to 
the interschool geocaching competition at Rottnest Island, with the 2014 team coming 4th overall, with             
approximately 50 schools participating.  

 Swimming lessons are an integral part of the physical education program with students from pre-primary to year 
7 participating in swimming lessons during the year. We hold a Faction Swimming Carnival at the end of Term 1. 
Ardross won the Interschool MDISSA Swimming Carnival outright in both 2013 and 2014. (see results on p 10) 

 The Faction Cross Country Carnival in 2014 had participation of approximately 97% of students from years 1 to 7. 

 Term 3 is dedicated to athletics, with students from year 1 to 7 participating in our Faction Athletics Carnival at 
the end of the term. And the MDISSA Interschool Carnival. (see results on p 11) 

 To help students keep track of their fitness, students in years 4-7 complete the Shuttle Run Test approximately 4 
times a year and also have this year been using the ACHPER Fitness Testing for overall fitness. 
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 ART REPORT 

Students from years 1-7 had access to one hour of visual art per week with our art specialist teach-

er, Sue Warren.  Visual art in the kindy and pre-primary were integrated into their programme 

and they began the appreciation of visual art as an integral part of an arts programme that ex-

tends from primary school to our feeder  high school, Applecross Senior High School (a visual 

arts    specialist high school). Many from our school will go on to extend their skills through “The 

Young Masters” programme for years 5, 6 and 7.   

Our school’s participation in Art Blast for many years has given our students opportunities to 

showcase their art in different ways. We have authentic exhibition experience with visual art   

display and as well as wearable art display in the form of parades and slide show presentations of 

art work with a visiting   artist. 

As the Art Blast exhibitions were no longer a focus for collecting good art work to display in an 

exhibition setting I designed, with the help of my committee (other staff and some parents), a 

whole school exhibit that gave all students a place to showcase their art work. 

The benefit was that each student from kindy to year 7 had a piece of work to showcase. 

In collaboration with our music specialist teacher, Lynda Pateman, music students had an         

audience in various locations throughout the exhibit. It was a great success for students and    

parents. 

Visual Art is broken down into seven aspects: 

 Painting/drawing,  

Textiles,  

Ceramics,  

Sculpture /construction (form),  

Paper craft/collage,  

Printmaking and technology.  

My goal each year is to allow all children to have an experience in each of these aspects of art and 

to develop the skills and processes that suit the various developmental stages from each year lev-

el. My focus for 2014 came about from a discussion with children at the end of  the previous year 

who expressed their desire to do more painting. As a result, the children gained skill and confi-

dence in painting on canvas. I intend to pursue the painting on canvas with all classes in 2015.  

It is always a part of our ongoing assessment of our subject area that we look at what has worked 

and what can be improved. I aim to think of new things to expand our student’s development in 

art each year. This is a school that aims to provide the best for our students and finds diverse and 

interesting ways to achieve the best results we can. 
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Rating Score 

Strongly agree 5 

Agree 4 

Neither agree nor disagree 3 

Disagree 2 

Strongly disagree 1 
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Rating Score 

Strongly agree 5 

Agree 4 

Neither agree nor disagree 3 

Disagree 2 

Strongly disagree 1 
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Rating Score 

Strongly agree 5 

Agree 4 

Neither agree nor disagree 3 

Disagree 2 

Strongly disagree 1 
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The 2014 Ardross Primary School Annual Report was ratified and endorsed by the 

School Board, 2015. 

 

______________________     ___________________ 

Patrick Soh        Karen Duncan 

School Board Chairperson     Principal 


